September 7, 2018

The Honorable Seema Verma

Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Hubert H. Humphrey Building, Room 445-G
200 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20201

Re: Memo of August 7" Regarding Prior Authorization and Step Therapy for Part B Drugs in
Medicare Advantage

The undersigned organizations representing physicians thank the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) for its attention to the negative impacts of high drug prices on Medicare and Medicaid
beneficiaries, physicians, and the health care system. However, we have serious concerns about CMS’s
recent notification to Medicare Advantage plans that they wi they
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American Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Society
American Psychiatric Association
American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
American Society for Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery
American Society for Radiation Oncology
American Society for Surgery of the Hand
American Society of Cataract & Refractive Surgery
American Society of Clinical Oncology
American Society of Hematology
American Society of Plastic Surgeons
American Society of Retina Specialists
American Society of Transplant Surgeons
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Nevada State Medical Association
New Hampshire Medical Society
Medical Society of New Jersey
New Mexico Medical Society
Medical Society of the State of New York
North Carolina Medical Society
North Dakota Medical Association
Ohio State Medical Association
Oklahoma State Medical Association
Oregon Medical Association
Pennsylvania Medical Society
South Carolina Medical Association



